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secretary for foreign affairs, by Judge Peters,
he became Livingston's under-secretary, Oct 22,
1781, continuing as such till June 4, 1783, and
fulfilling his duties with great ability. He had
prior to the close of the war determined to en-
ter the legal profession, and after two years of
study was admitted an attorney of the court of
common pleas at Philadelphia on June 24, 1785,
becoming an attorney of the supreme court in
the following- year. He commenced practise in
Philadelphia, the international situation at that
period and his own unusual attainments combin-
ing to bring him to the front at the bar in a
very short time. The United States was neutral
in the European conflict, and complicated ques-
tions of the conflicting rights of neutrals and
belligerents arose continually, which the local
practitioners were generally incompetent to han-
dle, whereas Du Ponceau's acquaintance with
civil and foreign law and languages caused him
to be frequently retained in matters involving in-
ternational law and practise. He became recog-
nized as a leading authority in this country on
that subject and as such appeared constantly
before the supreme courts of Pennsylvania and
the United States. Much French and other for-
eign business came to him, and he had among his
clients the diplomatic and consular agents of
France in the United States. Later in life he
was frequently consulted on questions of con-
stitutional law. He never evinced any interest
in politics, local or national, and passed a some-
what sequestered life, engrossed in his profes-
sional engagements and finding his only recrea-
tion in literature and linguistic studies, in which
latter field he acquired wide fame. His publi-
cations on legal subjects included: a translation
from the original Latin of Bynkershoek entitled,
A Treatise on the Law of War . . . Being the
First Book of his Quaestiones Juris Publici (1810)
with notes; A Dissertation on the Nature and
Extent of the Jurisdiction of the Courts of the
United States (1824) ; and A Brief View of the
Constitution of the United States (1834), the
last-named being also translated into French.
His contributions to historical and linguistic
literature were numerous, particularly on philo-
logical subjects, his studies in the languages of
the North American Indian being particularly
original and suggestive. He was the author of:
English Phonology (1817), and A Discourse on
the Early History of Pennsylvania (1821); and
also published, Histoire, mcrwrs et coutwnes des
nations fndiennes qui habitaient autrefois la Pen-
sytoame et fas &ais Voisins (Paris 1822), trans-
lated from the Eagiish of John Heckewelder;
a "Notes and Observations on Eliot's Indian
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Grammar" (in Collections of the Massachusetts
Historical So defy, 2 set.IX., 1822) ; A Short De-
scription of the Province of New Sweden: Now
Called, by the English, Pennsylvania, in America
(1834), translated from the Swedish of Thomas
Campanius Holm; Meinoire surle syst erne gram-
matical des langnes de quelques nations indienncs
de L'Amerique du Nord (Paris 1838), which
procured for him the award of the Volney prize
of $2,000 from the French Institute; and Dis-
sertation on the Nature and Character of the
Chinese System of Writing (1838). His corre-
spondence with John Heckewelder on the lan-
guages of the American Indian was published in
the American Philosophical Society, Transac-
tions of the Historical and Literary Committee
(vol. 1,1819, pp. 351-448). His contributions to
philology brought him international recognition.
In addition, a number of his addresses to the Law
Academy of Philadelphia, which he founded in
1821, and contributions to the Proceedings of the
American Philosophical Society, of which latter
body he was elected president in 1828, were re-
published in pamphlet form. In his later years
he became almost blind, and an increasing deaf-
ness was an additional obstacle to the prosecu-
tion of his investigations. His mental faculties,
however, remained unimpaired to the last, and
he only relinquished study a few weeks prior to
his death. On May 21,1788, he was married to
Anne Perry.
[Four of Du Ponceau's letters, published in the Pa.
Mag. of Hist, and Bioff., Apr. 1916, give details of his
experiences in the Revolutionary period. A Public Dis-
course in Commemoration of Peter S. Du Ponceau, by
Robley Dunglisou, delivered before the Am. Phil. Soc.,
Oct. 25, 1844, and republished in Am. Law Mag., Apr.
1845, is comprehensive and eulogistic. An excellent re-
view of his career appeared in 7 Law Rep., 62. See also
Jour. Am. Oriental Soc., I (1849), 161; Western Law
Jour., May 1844; W. W. Story, Life and Letters of
Jos. Story (1851) ; J. B. Linn, Record of Pa. Marriages
Prior to 1810 (1890), II, 584-]                H.W.H.K.
DU PONT, ELEUTHfiRE IRfiNfiE (June
24, I77i-Oct. 31,1834), manufacturer, was born
in Paris, the younger son of Pierre Samuel du
Pont de Nemours, celebrated member of the
physiocratic school of economists and active par-
ticipant in French public affairs. Turgot was
IreneVs godfather, and gave him his baptismal
names. His mother was Nicole Charlotte Marie
Louise Le Dee. The boy was brought up on his
father's estate, "Bois des Fosses," adjacent to
the village of Egreville, not far from Nemours.
He was an indifferent student under private
tutors, though his father's reproaches were prob-
ably due less to the boy's neglect than to the
parent's solicitude. He early proved to be man-
ly, fond of the out-of-doors, energetic, and ca-
pable of making up his own mind. Early in 1788
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